Blastocystis hominis: origin and significance of vacuolar and granular forms.
Using supravital neutral red staining and light microscopy, individual Blastocystis organisms, subcultured from clinical isolates in modified monophasic Robinson's medium, were followed over various periods on glass slides. A rapid transition from uniformly stained to granular and vacuolated forms preceded the organism's death as evidenced by pale staining and Brownian motion in the cell's interior. Granular and vacuolar forms of Blastocystis may indicate degenerative changes in individual cells, fixation artifact, or both.